
Faculty Member Contact Information 

Name: Dr. Danielle Lee       

Department: Biological Sciences       Phone Number: (618) 650-3405 

E-mail Address: danilee@siue.edu                                 Campus Box: 1651 

 

Description of the URCA Assistant Position 
This posting includes one funded position. In addition, the faculty member may be willing to mentor additional, 

unfunded students. 

 

How many unfunded students is this professor taking in addition to his/her one funded student?   

This professor will be taking up to 4 additional, unfunded students 
(Students, if the faculty member will have both funded and unfunded students, he or she is free to select which student receives 

the funding. Funding cannot be split up between multiple students; only one student will receive it.) 

 

Which of the following apply to this position?  

 [   ] This position is only open to students who have declared a major in this discipline.  

 [   ] This project deals with social justice issues.  

 [X] This project deals with sustainability (green) issues.  

 [   ] This project deals with human health and wellness issues.  

 

How many hours per week will your student(s) be required to work in this position?  
6-9. (Minimum is 6 hours per week; typical is 9.) 

 

Will it be possible for your student(s) to earn course credit?    Yes. 

 If ‘yes,’ in which course?   BIO 493 

 If ‘yes,’ for how many credit hours? 1-2 

 

Location of research/creative activities:  

DNLee Research Lab SLW 0010 and related facilities SIUE Nature Preserve & Field Station; off-campus research is 

possible, but will not be required of URCA Assistants. 

Brief description of the nature of the research/creative activity:  
Our research includes field studies and experimental behavior observations of field mice and rats. This work 

includes trapping, marking, and releasing mammals to identify their nest locations, home ranges, study community 

interactions with other plants and animals as well as behavioral observations in novel test mazes and activities.  

   We complete field based research and behavioral observations to examine two general questions:  

   1) Which species live where?  

   2) How does behavioral variation influence which species successfully live in given habitats? 

 

Brief description of student responsibilities: 

Students interested in animal behavior research will evaluate behavioral observations of field mice or pouched rats 

across novel situations and contexts. Subjects are presented novel situations and video recorded to examine their 

behavior in one or more unfamiliar settings:  

   Open-field arenas  

   Activity and Locomotion  

   Exploratory and Investigation Mazes  

   Novel choice apparatus 

 

URCA Assistant positions are designed to provide students with research or creative activities experience. As 

such, there should be measurable, appropriate outcome goals. What exactly should your student(s) have 

learned by the end of this experience? 

Students will gain ecology field and animal behavior research experience.  

    Habitat assessment and setting up trapping girds  

    Handling small mammals  

    Setting up behavioral trials  

    Scoring animal behavior observations  



    Research tech and statistical analysis 

 

Requirements of Students 

 

If the position(s) require students to be available at certain times each week (as opposed to them being able to 

set their own hours), please indicate all required days and times: 

   Flexible scheduling is possible, but students must attend weekly lab meetings (1 hr/week determined by 

consensus) or schedule a student meeting time to track their progress.  

   Students must schedule make time on their weekly calendar that meets the 6 hr min, 9 hr max per week 

expectation for URCA students, scheduling at least a 2 hour block per session.  

   Plus, animal contact requires completion of CITI Training Courses in Responsible Conduct in Research and 

Animal Safety and Use and proof of tetanus vaccination. 

  

If the location of the research/creative activities involves off campus work, must students provide their own 

transportation?  
Yes. However, off campus work is possible, but it is not required. 

 

Must students have taken any prerequisite classes? Please list classes and preferred grades: 

General Biology 150 and 151 

 

 


